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City Council Infrastructure Committee 

Building Mukilteo’s Future 
Meeting No. 2017-03 

March 8, 2017 
5:30 PM – 7:30 PM  

 

Meeting Notes 
Attendees:  
City Councilmembers: Scott Whelpley (chair), Richard Emery, Bob Champion 
Mayor: Jennifer Gregerson 
Assistant City Engineer: Andrea Swisstack 
Public: Mick Matheson 

 
1) Future meeting location change discussion  

The Committee decided to change the time of all future meetings to 5:00PM-7:30PM 
and the meeting location to the Planning Department table in order to utilize the 
Mondoboard for discussions.  
 

2) Capital Projects Update: 
The Committee reviewed the Capital Project Tracking spreadsheet.   

a) 61st Place Culvert – Staff is still working on generating total project cost 
estimate. The latest construction estimate for the project is over $360,000.  
Staff will report back once a solid estimate of total project costs are known, 
along with options for the Committee to consider prior to moving forward.  

b) FS24 & FS25 Emergency Generator – At the recommendation of the 
Committee, Staff reviewed the current estimate with Councilmember 
Wheeler. There are still concerns that the consultant cost estimate is too high. 
Staff will work on trying to lower the consultant cost estimate. 

i. The Committee recommended moving the project forward and 
bringing to Council for approval even if the costs cannot be negotiated 
lower.   

c) SR526 Shared Use Path – Discussion on the project continued.  Presently 
there is no agency interested in taking the project through construction and 
owning and maintaining the path.  In addition, in order to complete the 
design, additional funds will be necessary.   The design of the project has been 
moving forward slowly.  To date, the project has spent approximately 
$135,000 of the design grant.    
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i. At this time, the Committee recommended to continue to move 
forward with the design at a pace that keeps the grant status active.    
Additional funding for design can be worked through the budget 
process in 2018 and/or 2019.  

 
3) Traffic Calming Program Refresher & Status Update 

Andrea presented a copy of the Traffic Calming Program, Tracking Spreadsheet and 
examples of the “Request for Action” (RFA) form and “Traffic Action Plan” form to 
the Committee. The Committee reviewed the process the City goes through when a 
RFA form is received.    
 
Since the programs creation, the City received 15 RFA’s in 2015, 10 RFA’s in 2016 
and 5 RFA’s in the first two months of 2017.  
 
The Committee asked when the speed bumps in Old Town were being removed.  
Andrea indicated that there will need to be significant outreach performed before 
they are removed.  
 
The Committee suggested a geographic representation of the requests might be a 
good tool in reviewing the RFA’s.  
  

4) Upcoming Council Items 
1. Harbour Reach Corridor Project Update (3/20) 

An update on the project progress will be presented to council on 3/20. 
Andrea provided a brief overview of project progress.  
 

5) Other Discussion  
Council Member Champion wanted to be sure the agendas are driven from the 
priorities set by Council and that the Committees will report back at the Council 
Worksession on April 10th.  

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday April 12th from 4:00PM – 6:00 PM at Mukilteo 
City Hall Planning Department Table.  Note the special start time. 
 

Upcoming Topics: 
• 6 Year TIP Update 
• Pedestrian Bridge Update 
• Facility Renewal  
• Sidewalks – priority list 
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SPEED LIMIT PAVEMENT PARKINGS 

 

  Shown are some examples of markings that have been 
installed throughout Bellevue. Courtesy of,  City of Bellevue. 
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SPEED MOUNDS 
 
Speed mounds are slightly raised areas of pavement that guides drivers through a designated area.  
Unlike traffic circles which force drivers around the device, speed mounds allow vehicles to pass over 
the raised pavement.  They may be built with colored and/or textured pavement.  Speed mounds are 
used as an alternative to curb extensions or medians and are successful when existing driveways and 
turning movements restrict physical curbed treatments, such as traffic circles.  
 

 
Location Unknown, (Courtesy of City of Bellevue) 

Can also be used with: Curb extensions, neighborhood entrance 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The requestor should be proactive throughout the process in assisting the City in obtaining support for 
the project and serve as a member of the Traffic Committee, if one is formed. 
 

APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS 
Adjacent property support is needed.  If this tool is part of a neighborhood-wide plan, the community 
will determine the level of support.  Through a petition process conducted by the requestor, sixty-five 
percent (65%) of residents must support the project for it to be considered for design and construction. 
 

TRAFFIC CONSIDERATIONS 
 Posted speed limit of 25 mph 

 The 85th percentile speed for traffic must be over 33 mph in residential areas and near parks and 
over 30 mph in school zones 

 Average daily traffic of 300-3500 vehicles 

 Moderate impact to emergency response vehicles 

 School bus or transit route 
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STATIONARY RADAR SIGN 
Stationary radar signs direct a driver’s attention to the posted speed limit and digitally display the speed 
of the driver’s vehicle on a large message board.  This instant feedback results in a greater awareness of 
the speed limit and encourages motorists to adjust their speed accordingly, if needed.  Typically, these 
signs are installed where other physical traffic calming measures are not appropriate.  These 
installations have been shown to reduce vehicle speeds by 6-8 mph. 
 

 
 
Locations are selected based on prioritized scoring criteria and available funding. Scoring criteria 
considers vehicle speed, traffic volume, street conditions, proximity to parks and school, and reported 
accident history. 
 
After locations are determined, residents in the proposed locations for the sign must support the 
installation before proceeding to final design and construction.   
 

Can also be used with: School zone flashing beacons 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The requestor should be proactive throughout the process in assisting the City in obtaining support for 
the project and serve as a member of the Traffic Committee, if one is formed. 
 

APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS 
Adjacent property support is needed.  If this tool is part of a neighborhood-wide plan, the community 
will determine the level of support.  Through a petition process conducted by the requestor sixty-five 
percent (65%) of residents must support the project in order for consideration of having the signs to be 
installed. 
 

TRAFFIC CONSIDERATIONS 
 Score based on predetermined criteria 

 Should be placed where on-street parking is minimal 
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WHAT’S NOT IN THE TOOL KIT? 
 

Will lowering the speed limit alleviate speeding in my neighborhood? 
Engineering studies show that speed limit signs are not the most significant factor 
influencing driver speeds.  Research indicates that a reasonable and prudent driver 
will drive the speed suggested by roadway and traffic conditions, to the extent of 
disregarding the posted speed limit.  A speed limit that is unrealistic invites the 
majority of drivers to disregard posted speeds. 

How are speed limits established? 
Washington State Law allows cities and counties to set speed limits that differ from the standard speed 
limits set under the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 46.61.400 which states 25 mph on city streets 
unless otherwise posted.  Higher or lower speed limits are determined through traffic review by 
considering speed studies, roadway geometry, sight distance, and accident history.  If these factors are 
not limiting, the 85th percentile speed is used to set the speed limit.  The 85th percentile speed is the 
speed at which 85% of vehicles are traveling at or under.  It is generally accepted that this speed is 
considered reasonable for the roadway.  Lowering the posted speed limit does not significantly lower 
traffic speed and can lead to unreasonable ticketing for acceptable driving behavior. 

Why are stop signs not used for speed control? 
It seems like an obvious, inexpensive way to reduce vehicle speeds.  However, what 
seems to be a perfect solution can actually create a less desirable situation.  When 
stop signs are used as “nuisances” or “speed breakers”, there is a high incidence 
of drivers intentionally violating the stop.  When vehicles do stop, the speed 
reduction is effective only in the immediate area of the stop sign, since a large 
percentage or motorists then increase their speed to make up for lost time.  This 
results in increased mid-block speeds.  For these reasons, we do not use stop signs 
for speed control solutions.  Instead, they are used to improve safety at intersections where traffic 
volumes or accidents require their installation 
 

Some parents believe that the safety of their children playing in or near the 
street can be enhanced through the installation of “Slow - Children” or 
“Children at Play” signs.  Traffic studies have shown that “Children at Play” 
signs do not increase a driver’s attention to the point of reducing vehicles 
speeds or reducing pedestrian accidents.  In fact, placement of these signs can 
increase the potential for accidents by conveying to children and parents a 
sense of a protected area, which does not exist and cannot be guaranteed.  For 
these reasons, the City does not install these types of signs, and instead 
encourages parents to find alternative play areas for children, such as a backyard or local park.   
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TRAFFIC CALMING 

PROGRAM 
 

REQUEST FOR ACTION 
FORM 

 
If you have a traffic safety concern, such as excessive vehicle speeds, and would like to 
participate in the traffic calming program please fill out the form below. Include as much 
detail as possible and return to: 
  
 City of Mukilteo, Department of Public Works-Engineering 
 11930 Cyrus Way 
 Mukilteo, WA 98275 
 
You can also email it to Margo Lawler at mlawler@mukilteowa.gov, or drop off at City 
Hall at the above address.  
 
These requests will be reviewed in the order received and a Traffic Action Plan (TAP) 
developed and returned to you. Please note that the TAP can take up to 6 months as staff 
collects data and reviews traffic conditions and it is dependent on workload. 
 
If you are seeking police enforcement (parking, speed, other) your request may be better 
served by contacting the Police Department at 425.263.8100 and requesting extra patrol 
for speeding vehicles. 
 
Name:________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address: __________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: __________________________________________________ 
 
Location of concern (provide specific location, street name, house numbers, etc.): ____ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Time of day you notice the problem to be at its worst: ________________________ 
 
Day(s) of the week you notice the problem to be at its worst: ___________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
What are your specific concerns about the above location? ____________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out a Request for Action. 

http://www.mukilteowa.gov/
mailto:mlawler@mukilteowa.gov
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